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‘Loaf’? or ‘Knob’ 


Beverince is a name which again and again stands for 
a big idea leading to massive achievement. Once it stood 
for the idea ot the employment exchange, which we now 
accept as indispensable. Then it was the title of a great scheme 
of social insurance, since largely come true. After that it 
meant the championship of ‘voluntary action’ at the moment 
when some people imagined the Welfare State had dealt it 
a death-blow. And the new Beveridge Report is a life-sizé 
picture of Broadcasting, its purpose, its possibilities and perils; 


it is a vast stocktaking which adds up to a vote of confidence 
in the B.B.S. 
Whar about a personal stocktaking? How do you and I 


use the medern means of communication, so ready to ear and 
eye-—the gramophone, the cinema, the radio and television? 
Do we learn more about music and science, appreciate better 
how other men think and live, or grow finer carrots in our 
gardens and fresh delights in our minds because we have 
looked and listened? Do we discriminate between the good 
comedian and the bad, turn off the dud programme and 
choose the masterpiece? Or do we just sit in the local picture- 
house every Tuesday and Friday, whatever is on, or stay at 
home with the wireless dripping all the evening like a tap 
that needs a washer? In short, do we “use our loaf” or just 
“twiddle the knob”? 

If we handle these modern marvels without thought or 
reverence or keen delight we are men who “move like pawns 
and stray like sheep”, fit game for any little Hitler that comes 
along. But if our minds are awake (and that is the true 
character of Toc H) these things make us freemen of a 
world which is new every day: they are a gift of God. 


Love and Service 


ae 


Introductory Note 


Two manuscripts, hitherto unknown or forgotten, have 
just come into the Editor’s hands. They are returned, with 
humble apology, by a Padre who served upon the staff E 
Toc H in the ‘twenties; he apparently borrowed them at the 
time to read and has kept them, unsuspected, in a file for } 
quarter of a century, so that neither has had the chance of 
publication until now. Both belong to the Birthday Festival 
of 1925. One, a typescript, 1s a detailed description by that 
veteran author, Sir Pxittp Gress, of the Festival evening, 
with its Lamplighting and the first Masque. The other, in 
his own very neat handwriting, is a tribute to Toc H by 
Rosert Bratcurorp, which, at this distance of time, reads 
like a prophecy and still presents us with a challenge. We 
print it at last in the pages for which it was intended. 


The name of Robert Blatchford, together with his modest 
nom de guerre of ‘Nunquam’, will be known to very few 
of the present generation, but it rang loud in the cars of their 
predecessors. Born in 1851 (it is most fitting thus to celebrate 
his centenary) of parents who were on the stage, he was— 
as he himself says in an old edition of Who’s Who—‘Edu- 
cated: Nowhere”. Apprenticed as a lad to brushmaking, he 
soon ‘went for a soldier’. He served in the Dublin Fusiliers, 
now but a memory, and retired as a sergeant in 1878. He 
never lost his pride in the Army, but henceforth he was to 
make a great name as a journalist. In 1891 he founded The 
Clarion, which soon became the most forceful Socialist news- 
paper this country has ever had. He also published a string 
of books, of which the first, Merrie England, sold a million 
and a half copies. God and my Neighbour was almost equally 
famous in its time, and his last book was called Not Guilty. 
a Plea for the Bottom Dog—and there were plenty of such 


who needed his championship in those days. He died in 1943 
at the age of ninety-two. 
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Robert Blatchford was a born 
fighter (as you could see in his 
stocky figure and flamboyant 
moustache) after the fashion of 
William Cobbett who had been 
tried cight times for subversive 
journalism in the early years of 
the century. A warm-hearted 
patriot and a master of trenchant 
English, he was one of the 
founders of modern Socialism in 
our country. When introduced as 
an old man to the young move- 
ment of Toc H he took to it at 

L once, as his belated article clearly 
proves. It presents a picture and a prophecy. Do we recognise 
the one nowadays, and are we fulfilling the other? B.B. 


aim 
LHE REV. P. B. CLAYTON, affectionately known as 
‘Tubby’, is a happy man. No one who has seen or heard him 
can doubt that and if it were not that he is innately modest 
he would he a very proud man, for he is the father of Toc H. 
And Toc H is the swectest, the most joyous and the most 
hopeful sign of the times. Founded at Poperinghe in 1915. 
as an oasis of brotherhood in the torrid desert of war, it has 
flourished exceedingly and is now reaching out friendly heal- 
ing hands to the Dominions and America. Branches have 
been formed in the United States, in the Argentine, in India, 
the Malay States, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South 
Africa, so that at the great Birthday meeting in the Albert 
Hall, Mr. Clayton was able to say: “It is amazing, the way 
the Society, which is now destined to be world wide, is eagerly 
waited for everywhere”. 

What are the aims of this Society? Briefly, they are two- 
fold :— 

(1) To challenge the younger men of each generation with 

the Christian ideal of brotherly love beyond the con- 
fines of class and denomination. 
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(2) To inspire unselfish service In and through its Mem 
í - 
bers. T k 
„nd service; without ostenta ion, without Prejudi 
a at prie Toc H does not talk; it works. i a 
witho se ; 


. inpretentious cheerfulness and good wi 
care ailors at sea and our soldiers in th 
characterised our $2140! Wea sts march will the field, 

is a glorious brotherhood and its march will be Victorious 
It Si ‘told that about the time Mr. Clayton set out on his 
world tour an Australian Socialist paper attacked Toc H 
Į did not see the article, but I understand that it declared there 
were three organisations which should be destroyed, x 
enemies of the working classes. These organisations are the 
Ku Klux Klan, the Fascists and Toc BE An incongruous 
trio. The Ku Klux Klan is a fanatical secret society, designed 
to punish or condemn. Toc H does nei Beng It cheers and 
helps. The Fascisti ıs a political society founded to meet the 
class war by waging class war. Toc Bt does not wage class 
war. It is not a class organisation. Onc of ‘ts chief aims js 
to blend all classes in a common brotherhood for mutual 
cheer and mutual service. 

I think I may claim to have had done as much for Socialism 
as any socialist in Australia, but I have no respect for the 
shibboleths of the class war and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. A class war waged against our Army and Navy 
officers, our doctors and men of science, our magistrates and 
judges, our managers and inventors and all our best intellec- 
tual workers, is a silly war and can only end in ruin. Toc H 
works for “brotherly love beyond the confines of class and 
denomination”. How can such a society be accused of class 
animus? No one who has ever been to a Toc H gathering 
can fail to realise the absurdity of such a charge. He who 
joins Toc H is not expected to make speeches about his rights: 
he is expected to report to the Jobmaster, who will find a job 
in which he can help where help is needed. Toc H isa 
society of friends, 

I am enthusiastic about this society for two reasons. In 
aa ee the Pri of Toc H is not only a true ae 
M ET which can deliver us from our perplexıties 

- In the second place the method of Toc H 's 
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a true method, for it is the method of personal service. That 
means that instead of exhorting others to do well we are-our- 
selves to set about doing well. Personal service is the order 
and the service must be rendered modestly and with cheer- 
fulness. Such a spirit, such a method, such a manner are like 
clean air and sunshine in any movement. It is Jove that 
makes the world go round. No cynic ever pretended that 
envy, hatred and malice made the world go round. Toc H 
is a socicty of friends. It is also a society of gentlemen and 
a gentleman has been neatly defined as one who puts more 
into a company than he takes out. 

Toc H could only have been born of the Army; could only 
have been born in a time of strain and peril; could only have 
been set in the absolutely right way by the absolutely right 
man. ‘Toc H is simple and sensible and jolly because the 
founder is a happy, merry, good-tempered boy and is very 
wise. Tle is, in fact, a genius and all his comrades esteem 
him; and they call him ‘Tubby’! 

We often sigh for the return of the Fellowship of the 
trenches. Tes H supplies it. This Society is in the best 
sense democratic. [t escapes the dangers of hampering 
machinery, ofhcialism, jealousy and schism. Most move- 
menis suffer rom a plethora of rules and from too much 
voting and discussion. Those faults breed dissension, sus- 
picion and red tape. Toc H is a community of friends and 
equals. And it is generously and happily human. Of the 
healthiness of its humour and the depth of its sincerity one 
may judge by contrasting the jovial singing of that quaint 
chant, “The King of Caractacus” with the Ceremony of 
Light. 

That is a most impressive ceremony; a solemn reverence 
for the dead. ‘Toc H is as full of poetry as a harp is full of 
music. Such a brotherhood, teaching by example, growing 
quietly, but arrestingly, is destined to exert a great influence 
upon any community, l hope and I believe that its benign 
spirit will mect with a grand response from our sisters and 
brothers overscas. Its ideal is an ideal for young nations, its 
Future is for the young. Its creed and its policy are as direct 
and simple as “God bless you”! Rorert BLATCHEORD. 
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the importance of th 


Toc H AS A MOVEM ENT must always adapt itself t 
hanging conditions; the genius of its constitution lies in its 
‘rails The Royal Charter has proved itself to be an ideal 
fe oad for a growing Movement, ənd the freedom tg 
develop which it allows has nowhere been better illustrated 
an inthe various te through which the relationships 
berween men and women 1 the Movement a passed. The 
rect a relationships might so easily have been fixed 


for all time : by merely accepting the eigh: foundation women 
rd : 
members without comment the Charter left i: to time and 


=. what part women wovld uitimately play. 
Earlier Plans 


In 1924 the Council ruled that the question of electing 
women members of the Association should he postponed 
sine die: this was wise at that period and it is not for us 
now to speak of the time having come to ‘right a wrong’. 
But Toc H had already become a Movement in which women 
were claiming to play a part. What that part was is suffi- 
ciently indicated by the modest title they at first chose of the 
League of Women Helpers, with the simple object of helping 
the men’s Association. By 1927 women were permitted to 
widen their aims and they henceforth set out ‘to carry the 
ideals of Toc H into the lives of women and girls’. From 
how on bath sides of the Movement were committed to 4 
ae ee opment in relationships, and a conversation 
sks ae ch today reaches a new stage. In 1932 three 
ae ee for closer unification, for co-operation 

sting basis and for separation, and after much care- 
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43 
ful debate in Council the middle course prevailed. But the 
debate continued : in 1937 and 1938 greater freedom was given 
to women to develop their own society and in 1943 their 
rrowth was recognised by a change of utle when they became 
Tac H (Women’s Section). It was at the same time decided 
that no fundamental change in relationships should take 
place dll after the war. 
Recent Developments 

Since 1946 there has been continuous consultation and for 
three years a Joint Advisory Team, appointed by the two 
Central Executives, has been ceaselessly at work on a problem 
which the more closely it was considered was seen to he as 
vital to the Movement as it was difficult to solve. But the 
team method which Toc H has evolved has a way of finding 
solutions when least expected and which at no stage had 
seemed to crystalisc in a single mind. The two Councils, 
the two Executives, mecting jointly and severally, the Joint 
Advisory team and the officers, sometimes by apparent 
opposition. never by mere obstruction, all contributed their 
quot. Finally the clouds appeared to lift and the solution 
to come down from above at a joint meeting of the two 
Executives on January 3, 1951. The plan accepted will be 
laid before the Central Council of Toe H in April and it is 
the object of this and the succeeding article to place it before 
the membership for consideration, 


Branch Life and Health 

It is important that this matter should not be discussed by 
members as one of no concern to Branches. It is, of course, 
fundamentally a constitutional question: but the life of the 
Branches, where Toc H is really alive, owes much of its free- 
dom to the plan on which Toc H is based, and that plan is 
its constitution. As the live ends of the human body are 
unaware of the heart and the system whereby the life blood 
enables those parts to work, so the Branches of the Movement 
are often unconscious of the whole body of which they form 
a part and of the system to which they owe their life. But 
every constitutional change must ultimately affect the life of 
the Branches, or rather no change should be made in the 
constitution which is not ultimately required by the health 


wot H JOURNAL 


H hes That this particular change is not ag A 

of the Branches: some odd crank or reformer is proved 

pee in the £ tence of its buzzing and the number of mic 
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ea it has NOW troublec 
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3 ints at Issuc: he principles h; 

‘ main points al A 

What are te They are (1) that Toc H should be one 


agreed. \ 
Jong mea not two, (2) that women should have the can 
aa within the one Movement, (3) that the Women’s 
status a$ 


on should no longer be subsidiary to Toc FI, and (ay the 
ce anc women should be left as free as possible to work 
aie ideal of Toc H. Is there any evidence that these 
am ire not fully carried out at present and that the 
pr : \ 

time has come 


1 > 
for some definite change? Here are seven 
points for consideration : — 


a) Greater freedom for the women has been long fore- 
shadowed, has been justified by the growth and vitality of 
their society and is in line with the social trends of the age 
after two world wars. 

(2) The Women’s Section is at present meri Ng an auxili- 
ary Movement of Toc H, existing by the will of its Central 
Council and therefore enduring solely on suitcrance. 

(3) Their subsidiary status is reflected in the subsisting 
financial arrangements, whereby the women forego their 
right to make separate appeals and accept as their share of 
the Family Purse that proportion of moncy raised by central 
appeals which a joint budgeting committee considers adequate 
to their needs. 

(4) Women are not members of Toc H. Merely to make 
them members by rescinding the 1924 resolution would lead, 
so long as the present disparity of numbers remains, to a 
quite unequal share of the government and subordinate the 
women still more to the government of men. It would have 
eed ecemnitting the Movement at once 2 
a the ee to legal status would lose much o 

nen’s Movement existed independently 


and in its i i i 
iy m ils own right. But the complete inequity of the 
present position must be recognised. 
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‘The quality of existing relationships varies from those 
of a model family to one of mild wonder or tolerant amuse- 
ment at the efforts of the other sex. The failure in some Areas 
of the Joint Advisory ‘Teams to function is clear evidence of 
a lack of mutual confidence. 


(6) We claim to be one Movement in which men and 
women, starting from the same origins, work by the same 
methods on the same principles towards the same ends. Is 
it not natural that the experience of either sex, each with its 
own approach and its own ‘wave length’, is likely to have 
something valuable to teach the other? Is there such an 
abundance of inspiration available that we can afford to 
neglect a source waiting to be drawn upon? 


(7) And should we be quite so apprehensive of the ugly . 
shadow of the mixed unit? It would certainly be a disaster 
if the development of Toc H were to preclude men from 
sharing the particular excitement which can only come from 
a men’s felicwship. But ought we to say what the Royal 
Charter and the founders of the Movement never said, that 
a mixed unit is not Toc H? The time must come when 
official approval is given for Toc H to develop a new pattern 
which for some, though perhaps not yet for many and prob- 
ably never tor all, may prove the most creative method for 
releasing the personalities which form the unit to be them- 
selves and to find each other. 


The Next Step 


These are the kind of considerations which have exercised 
the minds of the Joint Advisory Team and others. They 
have considered various plans for meeting these points and 
for implementing the Agreed Principles. Those considered 
have mostly fallen under the category of closer unification, of 
marriage as opposed to fraternal relationships. They included 
that put forward by Learned Counsel, but rejected at the last 
meeting of the Central Council; Lyndsay Orr’s scheme of 
‘marriage’ from Branch level upwards, a bold attempt to make 
the matter a live issue to the membership but one which 
involved cumbrous machinery and was not likely to receive 
wide acceptance: and two other less drastic schemes of 
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` aggy Slidy- 5 sar r ae y 
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a jI not yet ready for closer union and this led 
erhaps after a hat the next step lay along the lines of 
P adependence by 2 greater degree of detachment, 
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The Toc H Express 


A summary of the Trafhe Acts, 
for reading between the lines. 


——— MM 


1 Toc H in the post-war world has really mac : che gradient. 
The hardest bit is now behind us, but our kind of journey 
will always be uphill. 

Do we really appreciate that we are not just a crowd of 
respectable gentlemen, but a revolutionary movement? 


to 


The past was alright—but there is no future for the 
Branch that lives in the past. 


Le 


4 There are two kinds of unworthy Branches. One kind 
thinks it can't go wrong; the other thinks it can’t go right. 

5 Are we honest in self-criticism—knowing the diflerence 
between good Toc H and bad, and not being afraid to 
say so? But quit ‘dripping’. Constant dripping wears 
away the membership. 

6 Show the flag! Where are the blazers, the ties, the 

scarves and the badges? 


7 oh we a good balance of the grave and the gay? Serious. 
ut not solemn; light-hearted but not feather-brained. 


Can we ‘let our hair down’ every so often, and does it 
come down naturally? 


10 
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Our Guest-nights must be so good that our visitors 
demand return tickets. 


Are we efficient, without being ‘dead regimental’? 

Toc H is God’s business. Do we ever take the trouble 

to thank anyone who has taken trouble on our account, 
. speakers, for example? 

Docs your Log suffer from dry-rot? 


Hostship is vitally important. Really look after your 
visitors and do the honours by them. So-called infor- 
mality is often just plain rudeness. Remember what the 
Bible says about entertaining angels unawares, and don’t 
serve up helpless tea and railway sandwiches. 


Not every newcomer to Toc H can tackle a hard job 
straight away. What about having a kind of ‘nursery 
job’, something that is simple but well worth doing and 
can serve as an easy introduction to service? 

Have you a Songmaster? Someone you can count on to 
uct on to his feet at a moment’s notice and have us 
singing our heads off in no time at all, with or without 
a pian. 

Toc H and Sport? Definitely yes. Scratch games of 
nything from cricket to croquet are worth having. Rude 
challenges from one Branch to another should he 
encouraged. 

Do vour married members keep open house? Remember 
especially the lads who are in lodgings. Try and build 
up a criss-cross of loyalties ouside the Branch meeting 
itself. 

The best trains take a rightful pride in starting to time. 


The above bye-laws are just to keep you on the rails. 
Examine yourselves by all means, but don’t turn it into it 
blooming inquest, there is no need for that. Toc H in 
the Area(s) is good, all we want is to make it still better. 

If you have any good ideas or experiences that would 
help us to help others, please send them along. 


Lifted from West Midlands Area 


f, Multum M Parvo 


Goon CAUSE” : An appeal on behalf of 
le by Sir WILLIAM HaMILTon Fyre in the 
enc Home Programme on Sunday evening, April 8. 
W The first general CENSUS of Grent een since 1931 will 
A on Sunday; April 8. Please te your friends that 
be ta een can be used that evening for filling in the 
ia Return and a cheque for Toe H. el a 
y The Census Return should xor be addressed to Sir William 
Hamilton Fyfe, 47 Francis Street, London, SW 
is expected home from the Middle East by the end 
of February. He 1s to preach in Westminster Abbey at 
6.30 p.m. on Easter Day, March 5. | 
WE CENTRAL COUNCILLORS are due to give notice of any motions 
and to nominate candidates for the new k sentral Executive 
by February 21. The annual meeting will be held in London 
on April 21 and 22. a 
W The Yorksmire Festiva will be held at Bridlington on 
April 14-15; the Easr MipLanps FESTIVAL at Northampton on 
April 28; the Linconnsuire Rauty at Skegness on April 28-29. 
Mf Farnuam Castue in Surrey, thirty-six miles from the 
London part of the Festival of Britain, will welcome members 
and friends coming from afar for one or more Toc H 
Conference Weeks during August. 
Y The next Toc H Festivas will be held in the North of 
England in 1952, probably in May. 
ME All Brancin Mempers ann Generar Mempers should by 
now have registered their membership and received their 
membership cards for 1951. As Branch Members are thereby 
exempted from paying compulsory membership subscriptions 
for the year, they should have made it possible for their 
ate pee to have sent the voluntary contribution to 
amily Purse requested for the first quarter that ended 
on January 31. Itis needed! ) 
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Toc H will be mac 


Happy Warrior 


E| memorial service for Sir Frenerick Barx (whose death was 
announced in our December issue) was held at St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields, London, on December 6. The church was crowded with 
his friends of all sorts and conditions, and the service was conducted 
by Padre Grorcre Macl.xon, a close friend and fellow-member of 
the Church of Scotland. We print George's address, hy his per- 
mission, not only because many of Freddy's friends will like to have 
i, but because tt paints a fine and true portrait of a whole man-- 
a character indeed that answers Wordsworths question— 


Wo is rie Happy Warrior? Wo is ne 
Tu VV EVERY MAN IN ARMS SHOUJI.D WISH ‘TO Bk? 


WW ARE MET TOGETHER to give thanks to God for 
Frederick Bain. It was last summer that he said to another: 
“I hope when Ï die that no one will mourn for me: but that 
some friends, perhaps, will say ‘I’m glad I knew him’” 
“Grief”, he said later, “is mostly self-pity. I never pity my- 
self, ï just try to get on and do something.” 

l hope, as a last obedience, this mood will also be ours 
today. He docs not want us to grieve: he would much rather 
that we got on and did something—for our beloved land, for 
the advancement of true industry and for the peace of the 
world. But we are entitled, and in duty bound, to gather here 
for a space just to tell God—and how easily it comes to our 
lips—‘how glad we are we knew him’. 

I shall not recite the sequence of his career, not only because 
it is already known to you but because, frankly, T would fear 
too much his possible apparition, it might be in that aisle, 
with a look of mingled horror and surprise at such & course. 
He might appear, his feet apart, one arm holding the other 
arm sleeve, his body tilted back, his head slightly to the side 
—for all the world like the skipper of a North Sea trawler— 
expressing vast amusement that anyone should so embark. 

Nor am I going to fix his character. You cannot fix quick- 
silver. And that is what he was. When he moved, all of him 
moved. If the Gordon Highlanders had been deprived of 
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A d bonnets, everything clse went by the board, 

their Highlan d momentarily forgotten oe pee the chief 

If any Scot a ee Englishman had never read the Declara- 

of ve any unknown playwright was getting 

We fayone made a false quotation in his home 

Freddy, all of him. Tf any con. 

cae . if any man had a i 

SAA poked like jamming :. if any : new idea, 

ciliation 100%" y or director: if he heard of anyone at all 

ve ng Clea conceived was an injustice—there 


: that that man > 2 fl gs 
wlio m there, for the moment, was all of him. Tilting 
was Bain, 4 7s. cracks, verifving references and 

+ alls underpinning Cress ye S and, 
at windmills, 


of his charity. applauding the p plic: t ir glowed, 
uding such commonplace folk as you and I are, till he 
© te you feel and made me feel that we might be 
defiance of all the evidence. I will not fix 
hig character. You cannot fix quicksilver, . 

Of course you can say what he was vot. Ele Was Not aris- 
tocratic, as this world counts 1t: he knew his Rabbie Burns 
vo wdi Not, by equal emphasis, was he equalttartan : he 
knew his Bible too well. And because he knew his Bible, 
he knew his God, the living vibrant God: the real God 
behind the words: the living God behind the ceremonies: the 
God of Beauty who is also God of Truth : the God behind the 
craftsman who binds a well-hound book : the God behind 
the engineer whose dynamo runs true. 

And because he knew this God, he knew that each man 
mattered desperately. And, in the divine alchemy, by his 
costly service of man—be he executive or foreman, poet or 
player, saint or sinner—it so transpired, when he was taken, 
that not just a group of friends but a multitude of men rose 
up to say ‘how glad we are we knew him’. They were grate- 
ful that at least this once in their passage across earth it had 
been given them to glimpse what God means by aristocracy. 

Were | forced to say where essentially his greatness lay, 
I would hazard this thought—not by design but by some gift 
that was his nature he went through life convinced that every 
hip. eae the image of God. Let us hold to that one 
Not speakin of ‘ai ponent STE for wee 

g of an achievement but recording a gift. 


spp 
actually made y 
worthwhile, 1n 
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Was it not that which would account for this? I recall 
him once in deep pre-occupation, Asked the cause, he replied 
‘| was thinking of so and so’ (a man known to both of us but 
far outside his kinsfolk or any business contact) ‘He has made 
a mess of things. And I am wondering whether we can save 
him, with honour to himself. Most of us, at one time or 
another. have sought to save a man who has made a mess of 
things. But wherein have we so often failed? Was it forget- 
fulness of that last sentence? We have lifted, we have 
satronised, or laboriously hidden what still was really patron- 
age. But, for Fred Bain, inherent in his nature, was the 
prevailing thought that this man too was made in God’s 
image, Patronage was blasphemy. The Sacred must not 
suffer violation. There is no salvation where there is not 
mutual dignity. 


Might such persuasion, too, alone account for this—that 
he hated institutions and loved organisms? He desperately 
feared the chart, designed to declare some complex set up of 
organisation: compact of thick lined circles joined by thin 
contactual lines. He used them but he feared lest each circle 
should freeze round its allotted inhabitants and lest any should 
misread the meaning of the lines that pointed downwards. 
‘De haut en bas’ he loathed. He would have preferred a 
different chart, with a heart as its significance and arteries 
running out to warm the whole conception. That is why he 
hated ‘welfare’—not what it stood for but the implication. 
For welfare spelt an institution, and he only could conceive 
pulsating bodies. Not for him was the blasphemy that welfare 
paid dividends. Cunning was not in his make-up. For him 
the group, however vast, really was a family, a city whose 
orders were the Jeast of it and whose orderliness could only 
be achieved in rich variety. Men could not be fitted into the 
image of a chart, for men were made in the image of God. 


Or, again, was not his genius for conciliation born of this 
same faith? Because he had read and knew that ‘if you 
start by loving humanity you end by hating everyone’, that 
it was persons that mattered and not human coagulations, and 
that persons were made in the image of God—he hated paper. 


a 


so starchy when you start to use it to 
eain ucha pass, men started to use 
resolve bas k door—hatless, to discover ‘the 
er, Be - 1 
pap o talk it through sometimes at sacramental 
leed that may well have brought us 
ee ndy? And il there was a vestige of a sign that anyone 
he iy Saniyi—was attempOng to do him down. Bain 
jad inor the sooner to meet that man the faster 


started for the door t is Ag 
He knew that here too he was approac ning the image of God, 


He had read and made his own the pregnant phrase ‘I sowed 
feld of mine enemy, that God might live’. That 
for conciliation leaped the fence of industry 


al and international fields. 
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Paper © 


an become 
a tension. 


a crop in the 
is why his genus 


to fructify our nation 
1 shall not end by being didactic: such he would have 
hated, 1 would simply tell you what I personally resolve in 
gratitude for having known him—nor do | highly resolve 
He hated adverbs too. To resolve, for him, was quite enough. 
I resolve to go from this place never to attempt to save a 
man who has made a mess of things, unless I can naturally 


do ir with honour to himself. 


I resolve in any controversy that tends to bitterness to fore- 
swear that bit of paper and go instead to sec the man. And 
should any man conceivably be concerned to do me down I 

ie we: ; 
will ‘sow a crop in the field of mine enemy that God may 
live’. Í 4 
really; without necessity of resolve, I will go from here 
relieving e easily i > Livi a 
ate Bmore easily in the Living God. For, it seems to me, 
ama arm, a creature so rewarding, is 1 ssi 
explanation, except on the assumpti fae iL upo A 
pee n the assumption that ruled his life. A 

ature so generous is impossible of expl 1 x 
eee xplanation, except we 
eve in a loving personal God, Whe is his | 
f al God, Who was and is his Father. 


There is a famili 
s a familar f : 
that I have neve phrase, from his beloved Shakespeare. 
because once it bás iea before. I have always resisted it 
as been bee : 
not used again. But I peed, integrity demands that it be 
i ut I use it now with conviction: “He was 


a man, take hi : 
TEN, im for all in all, T shall not look upon his like 


The Upper Room of Talbot House, after the picture by George Fraser. 


Oid House Pilgrimages 


Many MEMBERS have been known to say that ‘Toc H 
never meant so much to them until they had experienced the 
inspiration of its birthplace in Flanders. Talbot House in 
Poperinghe is Not a mere museum nor a resort for ‘old sweats’; 
it retains its atmosphere aS Al tranquil retreat and as a creative 
force in the hearts and wills of men to-day. Men go there 
not to glimpse the memories of a history-book war but to 
seek the power of true re-creation. The Old House can indeed 
“send them furth strengthened”, if they go in goodly company 
us pilgrims, 

This summer there will be parties going from the Lincoln- 
shire Area from May 18 to 21 and from the Women’s Section 
on July 6g, August 17-20 and September 7-10. It is hoped 
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4 Areas Will make up their own wate but indi- 
ae aie small groups are asked to book themselves now 
viduals nl image Secretary, 47 Francis Strect, London, 
with a san the Easter Pilgrimage eae 22-27), the 
Sav tt Pilgrimage (May 11-15), or on August 24-27, 


‘nia goly. There will also be pilgrimages for men 
a or N P, 


59-2. and for married couples at the 
‘omen on June 22-25) ‘ 
and women P 


August Bank Holiday week-end, 3-7- 4 a 
Jerims, whether members or friends of Toc El 
PS stay in the Old House independently, may do 
who wish Saee arrangements through the Pilgrimage 
aif e 6 the Old House is registered in Belgium as a 
ate institution, it cannot be used as an hotel by casual 


visitors. 

The charge for a week-end party of not less than fifteen 
emains at {11 each, covering the fare (leaving London at 
to am. on Friday and returning at 9 a.m. on Monday), beds 
in the Old House and meals at Skindles Hotel, with up to 
peal day extra for longer periods. The expense may be 
cut down to about £8 sos. od. for a party of not less than 
twenty willing to travel by coach between London and Dover 
and to buy and cook their own food in Poperinghe. A weck’s 
stay under these conditions may be possible for {10. To 
these sums there should be added any pocket-money for 
personal expenditure. 


There are those who would stress the advantages of 
Poperinghe as a holiday-centre. Jt is true that from there it 
is possible to go sca bathing at La Panne and to visit Brussels 
and the old Flemish cities of Ghent and Bruges, besides many 
local places of interest. But the chief aim of its guardians 
continues to be that the Old House shall be open to welcome, 
in the words of Paul Slessor (who for twenty years devoted 
his love and care to the Old House and its garden) “large 
and small teams of Toc H members deriving from their 
Pilgrimages a deeper insight into what Toc H is and stands 
or, returning to their daily lives with fresh inspiration, with 
encouragement to face their difficulties, and with a higher 
sense of duty towards their fellow-men”. 


MONTHLY AT 5.15 
One OF THE PROBLEMS that scems to confront Toc H 


in most of the larger cities is how to retain the usefulness 
and fellowship of men whose family and other responsibilities 
bring to an end their regular attendance at Branch or group 
weekly or fortnightly meetings. i 

In Johannesburg after the war Toc H had a dispropor- 
tionate number of such members. Many of them were 
members with young families and their problem was accentu- 
ated not only by the necessity of catching up on studies 
retarded by the war, but because of their anxiety when they 
had to leave wives and children at home at night in the suburbs 
of a city where post-war lawlessness has been the cause of much 
alarm. 

For such men ordinary membership of the General Branch 
was not adequate, and so, cighteen months ago a carefully- 
worded circular letter brought many of them together to find 
some way between. With enthusiasm they decided on 
monthly meetings in the late afternoon immediately after 
business hours. After the rejection of many names for this 
unusual unit the inspiration of the “5.15 Group” came and 
has stuck. 

By the good oflices of one of Harry Ellison’s 1926 members, 
although he himself has again stepped aside, the board room 
on the tenth floor of one of the Rand’s great gold-mining 
houses was placed at the disposal of the group. In these 
unfamiliar surroundings—directors’ chairs and even left over 
(Christmas?) cigars (at the December meeting), twelve to 
twenty or more keen Toc H men have met regularly each 
month, Because they have a rule, which they try to keep, of 
stopping at 6.45 p.m. programme planning has called for 
even more careful thought than that for an ordinary weekly 
meeting. 


55 


—_—_ °°» >- 


p f RNAL 
| oc m JOU! 
56 incorrectly dubbed “the Brains’ Trust” 
Although " esburg membership, it is a fact that 
f the Johannes 
by the rest © J promoted to Branch status, includes among 
this unit, a afl number of men who before the War 
its members 3 more orthodox units, or 1N Area and District 
were leaders 1" he time again to take up personal 


have found t f 
ren Sits and all have contributed to what may well be 
individual JO < 


termed “the service of thought : A Lathe 
articular they have given deep study to racia problems, 
In particu ily as it concerns membership of Toc H. Their 
more “age © questions, by no means conclusive, never- 
findings ded an informal meeting of the Southern African 
Le pre A H with the basis for a discussion which none 
oa there will forget. If the 5.15 Branch, which will 
February, docs nothing more than bring 


receive its Lamp 10 2 : 
Toc H in South Africa to a clearer understanding of where 
it_stands in the clash of race and colour, it will have well 
justified its existence. 


rather 


BULAWAYO 


It is not often overseas that a town of 28,000 inhabitants 
can boast of two lively Branches of Toc H. Through the 
pages of the Rhodesian Circular we have followed the 
progress of Bulawayo North End group for some time. And 
now they arc a Branch, and share with the old Bulawayo 
Branch the city whose main strect was made wide cnough 
ta allow an ox waggon with a full team of oxen to turn around 
in comfort. This is something of an occasion for a second 
reason, tov. North End is the first new Branch to be recog- 
nised since Toc H in Rhodesia seceded from Toc H Southern 
Africa. We offer our very genuine congratulations and shall 
regard it as an augury for the future, 


Quite a little crowd of members foregathered for the 
Presentation of a Lamp by the “new” Rhodesia Commis- 
a have given inverted commas to “new” because 
ne ca ard staunchest member 
innumerable Jólin Do ki Raia Ab 5 a ot on 

nkins and Charles Falconers. The new 


FAR CRY 
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The Town Hall, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia 


chairman of the Branch, D. E. Sadler, has sent us this short 
description :— 

“Twenty fellows in all were present when the Hon. Mr. 
Justice R. C. Tredgold, Chicf Justice of Southern Rhodesia 
and Chairman of Toc H Rhodesia, opened the proceedings 
with a concise review of Toc H since the early days when the 
Lamp was first kindled here by Harry Ellison. It scems that 
over the years Units have come and gone, and present-day 
members may have found it difficult to realise that at one 
time the most promising Unit in the old Area was at Que 
Que. Umtali, Salisbury and Bulawayo Branches have kept 
going through the years, and in Northern Rhodesia Broken 
Hill Branch has worthily maintained the flame of Toc H. 
The Judge, reiterating what he has said before at other meet- 
ings of Toc H, maintained that he did not expect Toc H in 
Rhodesia to attain large numbers, as it most likely wouldn’t 
he Foc H if it did; the Movement demands too much from 
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THE CANAL ZONE 


Fanara (Gordon Camp), received 
The ar Epypi Frank Coleman-Cross at the World Chain 
Oe Fanara group itself was also there, for it was 


FROM 
ptian group, 


its rush! 


of Light. The 


ea 4) 


Lil dey rst S299 (Al J ly cou! cals! 

Dilly g aly tA ba eas ST kate EETL Cae Tat th 

gt Salogs dh elyll bt Wii Vy ltl sy ead 
gS ky oo!) st cll SI ys obs 


a all all J-J ge obia le jlo satis É 
ety ei Cle dE SV! ole, ay 3 Jll kdk 
- cul et! Coa E 4.- 


a joint meeting. Some of the prayers and ceremonies of 
Toc H are being translated into Arabic and printed attrac- 


tively on small cards. Here, for example, is the Toc H 
prayer, believe it or not. 


Hat this occasion “Light” was taken both in English and in 
raoic, and Frank reports that members up and down the 


Canal 7 ir indivi i 
“anal Zone played their individual or corporate part in the 
Chain of Light. G.M 


Buagistox.—On December 26, Rev. Jous Netson Blakis- 
yon, a founder member of Sutton-on-Sea Branch. For many 
years the Padre of Marsh District. Elected 20.4.°33. 

Campton.—On January 2, Colonel Sir WiLL CAMPION 
K.C.M.G., D.S.0., aged 80, President and leader of Toc H ii 
Western Australia, 1925—31, a vice-President of Toc H. 

Courst.—On December 21, Jonn Henry Course, aged 67 
a member of Southall Branch. Elected 12.10.49. i 

Czecrowski-—On September 5, Zsicnrew CZECHOWSKI 
(‘David’), aged 41, a member of Darlington Branch. Elected 
6.4.50. 

Dakix.—On December 24, Atrrep Epwarp Dakin, aged 
59, a founder member of Southall Branch. Elected 14.6.°33. 

Graves.—On November 30, Freperick Graves, aged 56, a 
member of Beeston Branch. Elected 15.2.’28. 

Haxson.—On December 29, Witttam Hanson, (‘Will’). 
aged 8i, a founder member of Clitheroe Branch. Elected 
14.1. 38. 

Harsanp.—-On November 5, Joms Roperr Harano. 
aged 68, a member of Cawood, (Yorkshire) Branch. Elected 
25.4.°34. 

Hottis.—On December 19, Jon~ Mancrark Hortis, a 
member of Altrincham Branch, Cheshire, Elected 1.7.’20. 

Hucoins.—On December 17, Issac Hucers, aged 61, 
Secretary of Gillingham Branch. Elected 19.11.'45. 

Jackman.—On December 17, James JACKMAN, (‘Jimmy’), 
aged 73, a member of West Wight Branch. Elected 16.2.’48. 

Jounson.—On November 21, Henry THomas JouNson, aged 
83, the late Pilot of Hastings Branch. Elected 12.5.’36. 

Kin¢.—On December 6, Kenneta Percival Cuartes Kina, 
aged 20, a member of West Moors Branch, Dorset. Elected 
1.1.50. 

Lerman. —On December 23, Jonn LOCKHART LetHam, aged 
51, a member of Hamilton Branch. Elected 7,12.’48. 
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60 Colonel Roser ARCHER Luoyn, 


January 4 Milford on-Sea Branch. Elcered 


T SON : 
Loyd. s member of 


ps.on aged 7 
WiLLiaM CePELAND MIDDLETON, 
Wells Branch. Elected 26.10.40. 

aged 54, Secrets December 24, Rev. Jons Murray Yares 
*puniirsoN ON n member of Old Portsmouth Branch, 
aged 42: 4 Branch, (Women’s Section), 


10.3. 27: On lanuary 5 
een jared > 2 

TON UN JE" 
MIDDLE of Tenbury 


DLILLIPSON, "È 
dre of Waterlooville 
"ane a A 
mo os December 12, CUTHBERT ÅRTILUR PICKFORD, 
a i founder member of Gloucester Branch. Elected 
aged 65. 4 
OR are in Ociober, Dr. MONTAGUE Joux RENDALL, C-M.G., 
ENDALL.— iF X 
O ier of Central General Branch. Elected 19.3.28. 
a vay 8. 
Riciranps.-On November 29, Francis Racitanps, (‘Frank’), 
foun f St. Ives Branch. Elected 14.3.39. 


a founder member o 
Witiiamsox.-On November 8, Wittiam WILLIAMSON, aged 


a member of Hamilton Branch. Elected 20.11.747. 


40, 
In Memoriam: John Manclark Hollis 


To the first generation of Toc H reborn in 1920 at home 
John Hollis was a familiar figure, for he was among the most 
vigorous of the pioneers. Having lost an arm in the first 
War, he sct himself to do something practical for disabled 
ex-Servicemen. The upshot of his campaign round the 
country was the foundation of the Enham Village Centre, 
still doing excellent work for the disabled and their families. 
At the first Toc H Festival in 1922, the occasion of the 
carlicst Lamphghting, John acted as ‘Marshal’ of the pro- 
ceedings in Guildhall, London, and no one then present 
has forgotten his ringing voice as he introduced the repre- 
sentatives of the forty Branches who came forward to receive 
their Lamps. In Manchester, his native city, he filled an 
Important position in the car insurance world, and it was in 
his office there that he was struck down by a heart attack 
A E He Was a member of the Toc H Advisory 

i ster and just before his death had been busy 
upon a Marks appeal, i 


The World Chain of 1950 


THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT, in which year by 
year Toc H everywhere commemorates its Birthday in Talbot 
House, Flanders, on December 11, 1915. is a symbolic act so 
simple that members find difficulty in explaining it to 
strangers. As each Branch lights its Lamp and each group 
its lesser symbol, the Rushlight, at g o'clock by its own local 
time a Chain of Light, a token of the unity of our whole 
Movement, is forged round the revolving earth in the course 
of twenty-four hours on December 11-12. Each year one part 
of our scattered Family is chosen to start the Chain, and counts 
this an honour. The idea was first conceived and carried out 
by Toc H Australia in 1929. Since then the starting-point 
has been in Canada, South Africa, New Zealand and India, 
several times in Britain and in Talbot House in Poperinghe, 
during war-cime in Jerusalem, Iceland and in London under 
fire, since then in Berlin, the Channel Islands, the Argentine 
and Ceylon. in 1950 the ceremony came full circle: it was 
Australia’s turn again. 


The sixty-five Branches of Toc H throughout the Common- 
wealth stood to their Lamps that night, but Adelaide, South 
Australia, was chosen as the actual starting-point of the 
Chain. Beforehand they had issued to the Family everywhere 
a message suited to the occasion. It ran as follows :— 

Our thoughts are centred to-night on the greatest of all procla- 
mations ever made by Toc H: Tur Mais Resoruriox. Despite 
fear and mistrust, selfishness and the threat of war, it is still true 
that ‘‘hehind the ebh and flow of things temporal stand the eternal 
realities”. It is for cach one of us to make it our own, that in a 
world that has lost its way we may he lights in a dark place. 

Tur Main Resourion calls us to three duties : 


GRATITUDE : For the whole splendid story of Toc H, and the 
men we have known and worked with. For the opportunitics af 
service in which our own lives have heen moulded and enriched, 
and the faith which has come to our aid in moments of stress. 
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62 see a pastime to he lightly embraced 
a yDURANCE age «for “now and always”. lts strength lies 
i Tiaa nd its influence In the service we can 

You, our prothers in Great Britain, taught us how 
render others. "0? "in, achieving fnal victory in happy comrade- 
to endure fre a ed in distant places of the world, have shown 
ship. You, Peer he et ot Toc H in loneliness and opposition, 
us how t° ma 


an eke 
in our indivi 


; ien. Not to our own interests 
DEDICATION : wae but to the high adventure of 
nor to ei Not in pride, but in deep humility we have 
the Kingdom 9 “I to be fellow-workers with Christ. We helieve 
answered poas han this world shows, a way of life 
there is a betie and towards which we strive. We 


r which our Re ae 
fo leam that way as WC keep vigil this night. 
may les ) 


; ach one of us. And yet we are not 
he fone Phan of igh symbolises, brothers led by One 
a she alone can create through us a better world. 

d: made this night an occasion for Festival, for 
Toc H Australia had completed its first quarter-century— 
snot out’. “The first part of the evening was a mosaic of music 
and speech”, writes one who was there—community singing 
and “ten magnificent minutes from the Adelaide Phil- 
harmonic Choir, 150 voices” and “Christmas carols, most 
fiting despite the heat,” interspersed with the reading of 
cables of greeting and touches of humour. 


At 8.15 H.E. the Governor, Sir Willoughby Norrie, arrived 
with the Vice-Regal party, including heads of the Services 
and the Churches and some Toc H members — Dudley 
Matthews, Don Young, Padre Ken Bloxham and their 
respective wives. Dudley took the platform with an excellent 
speech, and then the Governor spoke with warmth and first- 
hand knowledge of Toc H—for he had known the Old House 
in Flanders as 2 young Captain in the first war. Ken gave 
a talk for twenty minutes, and as the Post Office clock chimed 
nine the lights in the hall dimmed and Don lit the Lamp of 
Maintenance which started the Chain round the world. 


ee fhe Festival Masque, 7 Believe, used in the 
Ree. ert Hall in 1948, was performed beautifully by the 
epertory players. It culminated in a procession of forty 


We are pledged n 
ss OF counuy, 


ET 
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) 
Branch banners and the triumphant singing of “Go forth 
with God”. With that the audience, eleven hundred stron 
dispersed, but a team of members kept Vigil unbroken beside 
the lighted Lamp for twenty-four hours, ending with a service 
together. $ 

Australia certainly did not fail its trust. 
ate Sd + * 


In every Continent and in very various ways the links of 
the Chain were forged. From South Africa the form of 
service used in Johannesburg Cathedral has reached us. Tts 
petitions and thanksgivings were led by eight different voi 
clerical and lay, hymns written for Toc H in the past were 
sung and the Dean gave the address. The collection was 
devoted to the Botha’s Hill scheme, the new Toc H com- 
munity venture in Natal for Africans suffering from tuber- 
culosis. And ihat is designed to kindle a light in great 
darkness that will burn far into the future. B.B 


8 (ad 
Bringing home the Bacon 
J recent visilor to Headquarters was Rox Coox, a Services member 


newly jeiurnced from Malaya. On landing in England he had first 
looked-in at a nearby Branch and here is his account of what he 
fonnd voing on there, 


Waren I CALLED ON CALNE (Wiltshire) Toc H 
Branch, | found them busy organising a Christmas Fair for 
the purpose of buying a television set for a totally paralysed 
man. 

It had all started over a month before, when the question of 
buying this television set was raised. One member objected 
saying that there were also several other deserving cases, but 
another pointed out that unless a start was made with one, a 
start would not be made at all. 

The matter was discussed by all members, and in the 
following weeks, discussed all over again. When I arrived 
on the scene the preparations were nearly complete. The 


a 
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Mer heen hired and the proceedings ccided on, 
‘Town Hall had eee cs raise this it was decided ton 


' 100 k x 
The target W38 ATM E books, produce, Christmas gifts, and 


a Sale of reid also a Father Christmas. 


Be giver floor were side shows with the usual things, 
On the Pee ie Island and many other old favourites. 


mbes 
-Hoo a Jid not raise enough a dance was also arranged 
A oe Bening The town was appealed to for the gifts to 
3 K i paper which told the purpose of the Fair and also a 
scl, ape 


‘wetable of events- i 
aot responded wonderfully and members were busy 


collecting all the gifts right up to the day itself. The Mayoress 
arrived To declare the Fair open and the Town Hall was 
crowded for the occasion; so crowded that it was almost 


impossible to move. 
closing time it was pl | 
Members and helpers who had been there running the 
stalls and sideshows then went home for a meal, while others 
cleared up and prepared for the dance. This was also a 
great success, so much so that some people had a hard time 
getting in. The results were given me later, £225 raised 
which, less expenses, realised £191. A very good show, ] 
think, and due to hard work by all members, helpers, and the 
group of ladies who took care of the refreshments. And last, 
but certainly not least, the co-operation of the whole town. 


Good show, Calne! R.A.C, 


Open Country 


Now to fulfil our dreams, in woods and meadoris 
Treading the well-loved paths. 
1P, TAL, 1B ESON 


J T : 

In RE ENI MONTHS Toc H men and women, in 
company with members of other societies, have been taking 
part in a voluntary survey of footpaths. Now comes the 


per news that the first of the National Parks has been 
chned in the Peak District, 


=. 
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The Order, made under the National Parks and Access t 
the Countryside Act, 1949. applies to an area of 542 si ee 
miles. Sited in the counties of Chester, Derby Stafford d 
York (West Riding) and the county borough of Sheffield 
the Peak District National Park lies 4 
distance of many industrial towns. 


i?) [e] 
Blackburn Bradford “Leeds 


within casy cycling 


A scheme for the 
creation of a Pennine 


Way long- distance Wakefield 
g l x e 

footpath, running Rochdale Onuddersfeld 

from Derbyshire to OBolton y 

the Scottish Border, 7 


Manche&er 


has already been 
submitted to local 
authoritics. After they 
have made their com- 


e i Sheff eld 
a | Chesterfield 


PEAK DIST. 


i al Ti! 
ments it wil go Jy, NAT: PARK 
before the Minister of pA Cume 


Town and Ccuntry 
Planning, whe can 
then make an Order 
which would involve the creation of seventy miles of new 
footpaths to link up existing rights of way. 


Meanwhile, surveys are now being made of other long- 
distance paths. ‘These include one beside the Thames from 
Teddington to Cricklade; another to follow the Chiltern 
escarpment from the Gogmagog Hills in Cambridgeshire 
along the Downs to the Thames at Goring, thence along the 
Berkshire Downs and the Vale of the White Horse to Avebury. 
and through Wiltshire and Dorset to the Channel coast at 
Seaton; another to follow the Pilgrims’ Way from Canterbury 
along the South Downs to Winchester, probably continuing 
westward to link up with the Chiltern footpath; and another 
along Offa’s Dyke from Prestatyn through the Welsh Marches 
to Chepstow. Other long-distance paths around the Pem- 


brokeshire and Cornish coasts are being considered. 
Cues. 
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A Telling Display 


F r F BRITAIN 1s likely to provide a 
The FESTIVAL Oe of Branches and Districts to put 


opportunity for = displays of Toc H puies Fom g 
on show their ov < record outstanding efforts along these 
to time these Pedant of the Toc H Tent at the Royal 
lines. la uy dtural Show (see JOURNAL. Sept., 1950), mention 
Norfal Aea display there of a portable Toc H exhibition, 
wus ma 


Here are some further particulars. 


Designed and made by W. P. Wright, a member of 
Wisbech Branch, this formed a most useful item and_ its 
effectiveness can be judged from the accompanying picture. 


The map panel measures 40 x 30 inches, and the two 
side panels are fixed with pin-and-socket hinges so that, if 
required, the sections can be used separately. Being of a 
light construction, when taken to pleces it is readily portable. 

The designer is willing to furnish details concerning its 


construction and cost, and those interested are invited to 


write direct to: Mr. W. P. Wri Tease Lane, 
E E, Cambs. right, 16 Weasenham Lane, 
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STRANGER THAN FICTION 
A Generation on Trial, by Alistair Cooke (Hart-Davis, 125. 6d.) 


WHODUNIT? The hunger for crime fiction or murder 
trials (now in good supply) in the newspaper is a fascinatiny 
symptom of the disease we all suffer from—modern civilisa. 
tion. You will not easily find a more intriguing real-life 
example than Alistair Cooke’s book, the report on a perjury 
case which shook the United States for two years, 

The reporter is actually a Manchester man who has spent 
most of his life in the States and during the war became an 
American citizen. Readers of The Manchester Guardian 
know him well as a correspondent and B.B.C. listeners still 
better for his delightful weekly ‘Letter from America’. 

And the storv? It tells of a long-drawn duel between two 
very dierent men—Whittaker Chambers, a self-confessed 
ex-Comminist sad Soviet spy, a man who had passed under 
half a dozen names, had been expelled from his college for 
blasphemy and who blandly admitted to perjury on various 
occasions and, on the other side, Alger Hiss, a very trusted 
Civil Servant who had held high position, had worked for 
the President himself and had hitherto borne an unblemished 
reputation. There is a host of subsidiary characters, some 
pathetic, some rather comic, most of them picturesque. 

The curtain goes up when Chambers, giving evidence 
before a Congressional Committee on “Un-American activities’ 
blows the gaff on his Communist work ten years earlier and 
names some of his confederates, including — Alger Hiss. 
Hiss, alone among those named, at once came forward and 
demanded to be heard. In an atmosphere of tense melo- 
drama, the two men confronted each other. The upshot was 
that Hiss was put on trial for perjury. 

The rest of the book is a detailed account of two trials— 
the first, lasting six weeks, in which the jury could not agree 
on a verdict, and the second, lasting nine weeks, in which 
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d Hiss guilty and he was sentenced to five an 
ss 
they foun 
im yrisonment. 
What shakes 1" 
of American justice ae 
and the fact that the ca: 


prejudged the whole issuc. 


in English reader is the cumbrous procedure 
ice the Hollywood atmosphere of the court 
as discussed publicly in a way that 
As Alistair Cooke says, 
Ed printed atracks on the Hee amd presumed 
“the newspap hics of the judge, series of feature articles on the 
political sympa cipals, free speculation among editorial writers 
character of uie pa al from the columnists; all this, while the 
ie i em a up a fairly obscene travesty of our boasted free. 
rial was on, MACY 


dom of the press. 


Finally —Whodunit? 


doesn't know. WORDS AND MUSIC 
Gilbert and Sullivan, by Hesketh Pearson (Penguin, 1s. 6d.) 


boy paused in the act of stamping a letter and glanced 
which was flung open violently by a choleric- 
who advanced to the centre of the room and 


Many a reader will fect that he still 


B.B. 


The office- 
towards the door, 
looking gentleman, 
said in a threatening tonc; 

tI wish to sce the editor of the Saturday Rewes 

‘On what business, sir?” 

‘To thrash him.’ 

‘he editor, as usual in such circumstances, waz ‘out’. and the 


angry gentleman, after making an appointment for the following 
morning with a similar object in view, stormed out of the office. 
We do not know whether that appointment was kept (the editor 
was a busy man) but we do know that the caller’s name was William 
Gilbert, a retired naval surgeon who wrote a quantity of plays, 
tracts, poems, biographies and three-volume novels, one of which 
had been severely dealt with by the Sefurday Review, that his 
favourite theme was insanity and that his son wrote The Mikado. 
So commences Hesketh Pearson’s book on the lives and 
personalities of Gilbert and Sullivan. A great number of 
volumes have been written on their work but this lively 
biography is concerned with the men themselves. It tells 
a story of personal relationship between two men of widely 
ciierent temperament. While past writings have tended 
ae n praise of Sullivan at the expense of Gilbert, the 
ight thrown on their outstanding union may well 
persuade the reader to modify previous judgement. F.G.C. 
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4°) Festival of Britain | 


Entries are invited from hoth 
= x men and women for the Handi- 
X crafts Competition organised 

by Toc H (Women’s Section). 


Here are the details:— 


RULES 
1 There will be an entrance fee of gd. for one 
entry, or 1s. for two or more, to cover cost 
of postage, etc. To be sent with entry. 
Certificates and not prizes will be given. 
Not more than 5s. od, may be spent on material 
for any one entry. The amount spent to be 
noted on entry. 
Bach article must be made entirely by hand. 
Notice will be taken of originality and also of 
tle amount spent on the material. 
katries will be returned where especially 
requested but it is hoped that, after the 
Nestival of Britain. most of them may be 
sent to Children’s Homes, Old Folks, etc., 
for Christmas 1951. 
7 Entries may be made in any of the following 
sections :— 
Carrentry: Picture frames, toys, gadgets, etc. 
LearHEerwork : Any article. 
Toys: Felt, knitted or any soft materials. 
Emsroipery: Any article. 
Kxitrinc: Anything other than toys. 
Miscevtangous: Anything other than toys. 


INHUREN ITU TART CH SERENE 


es te 


wt -D 


6 


T 


= 
= 
= 


All entries to be sent to: 


The Festival Committee, Toc H 
(Women’s Section), 
Crutched Friars House, London, E.C.3 
between March 1 and April 30, 1951. 
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r given to local lads by Soutucnurcy 
<i Soys’ Clul 
e Lifstan Boys’ Club. 


d-chips suppe 
hing of th i i 
assisted in founding an art library at the 


yy A fish-an 
led to the Jaunc 
F Sr, Ives have 
local Sanatorium. 


Members of Sr. Joux’s and Sevexoaks loading logs io be sawn up and 
distributed to old folks for Christmas 


Fi Easy Gnrinsteap are co-operating with their local Council 
in road safety activities. 

F Rorneriiam and Kimserworru have together raised £20 
towards the cost of adapting a cripple’s house for casy move- 
ment of his wheeled chair. 


P “Is the Jourxat worth sixpence?” was discussed last month 
by Loucutox, 7 hey were unanimous that it is. 


P Enaware took forty orphans to Bertram Mills’ Circus, and 


New ADDINGTON also took there forty boys from a local 
remand home, 


Toc’ H collects toys 
for Rhondda poor | 


~ Ss 58, Membe:s cf Trearchy brane’ etl 
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CHRISTMAS LOGS 
FROM TOC H 
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Fi Prom all over Britain reports have come in telling ol the 
widely varied Christmas activities of Toe H Branches. While 
limitation of space prevents individual mention, this handful 
of newspaper cuttings, together with the picture oppastte. 
indicate the nation-wide service successfully undertaken. 
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Behind the scenes ut the Wednesfield Pageant: A finishing tauch 


Pageantry at Wednesfield 


The outstanding event of the joint WebnzsrizLo, South 
Staffordshire, twenty-first Birthday Festival was the Masque, 
A Paceaxt or Licuy, which was written, wrought and cast 
by the members, both men and women. 

‘Tt was produced by one who came from without, but who 
remained within, the influence of Toc H. Rarely can a 
producer have had so responsive a group of actors. Magic was 
in the air, magic borne on the laborious wings of discipline, 
a childlike lack of self-consciousness, and sincerity. 

The Creation story, Moses, a Nativity tableau, the Cata- 
combs, St. Augustine, Bunyan, Nelson, Scott, St. Joan, Nurse 
Cavell and pilgrims to Poperinghe all witnessed to the Light 
and around it the whole company remembered these with 
proud thanksgiving as they passed across the stage of history. 
D a a NE 
led from wonder to a acid May justly feel proud. We were 

vorship. 
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The Editor welcomes letters on all matters concerning Toc H 
Kor reasons of space the right is reserved to shorten letters received 
hut every effort is made to print a representative selection. 


Communist Speakers 
Drar Eprror, 

Many of us would like to 
endorse the view held by A. J. 
Price, in his letter published in 
the December Journat.. 

There is, however, a danger to 
guard against, and that is giving 
the impression that we, too, have 


an “Tron Curtain” up, which 
mav exclude some who hold 
views which are not our own. 


Let us bear mind the con- 
version of St. Pavl, and our own 
Point of the Compass—‘‘Fair- 
mindednes 

The solutisce of this problem 


is important and one which 
Toc H can solve. Mr. Price says 
it's right and proper to invite 
communists to mectings, hut 
when there, apparently, they are 
not allowed to address the meet- 
ings. Would it not he better to 
let them have their say? Not to 
do so, would imply that we have 
little faith in the truth of our 
religion. F. H. Tompson. 


Godalming, Surrey. 


Dear Eprror, 


IT feel that T cannot let A. J. 
Price’s letter in the December 
Journar. pass without most 


vigorous protest. 
proud boast of many of us 
Tancastrians that ‘what Man- 
chester thinks today, Britain will 
think tomorrow’,—God forbid, 
if such ‘Halt’ signs are to be 
erected against any progress in 
our thinking. 


Tt has been the 


Communism today — much 
more than atheism—whether it 
be to our liking or not, has 
gained the allegiance of approxi- 
mately half the world. Not only 
that, but whereas democracy is 
on the defensive, communism is 
still progressing and even in the 
most democratic of countries, 
there are many able and sincere 
men who are ready to support it. 
Surely, if we are to mean any- 
thing at all by our pledge to 
think fairly and ‘to promote a 
wide human interest in the lives 

of (our) fellows’, we must 
give communist speakers a very 
large share of our attention. 


Tt is certainly true that many 
(ignorant) well-meaning persons 
are being misled by the com- 
munists through their clever 
advocacy of an apparent idealism. 
but has ‘listening to the expert’ 
(on all sides) left us so confused 
that we don’t know the worth of 
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an IE our pledges 
ol Toc H are to mean 
all, the invitation 
all, ý 
include 


ommunists, sts es 
i would say that it is those ¥ 

<o views Lo our 9 
opposing go 
we should make a spe? e 
of inviting to our gathering ir 
sympathisers will come read!) 


enough. 

Let us, of course, make a 
the meeting is properly plenn 
if a talk, that there is ampte 
time for questions; if a discus- 

he chairman knows 


sion, that t as 
what’s what; but we must think | 


out for ourselves the answers to | 
the problems of today, and we 
cannot do that without a very 
full knowledge of what the other 
fellow thinks of us and of our 


world. 


ur own that 
point 


Normas HARGREAVES. 
Wembley. 


Toc H Teams 
Dear EDITOR, 


13 Please allow me to endorse 
W. W. Laverack’s letter in the 
October issue. I would like to 
see his suggestion of Football | 
Teams pit into operation in all 
districts where possible. ft was 
very encouraging to read of one 


in operation in the Kent Area, in 
the same issue, = 


I should like to see this idea of 
sport in Toc H extended. We 


know it is not possible for all 
Branches to run Footbal] Teams, 
but why not Dart, Billiards or | 


k 


Table Tennis Veams? These are 
easier to operate and there are 
suitable leagues in every town 
looking for fresh hlood, plus the 
numerous ‘friendlies that could 


be played. 


Surely this is a splendiq 
method of getting to know your 
neighbours better and they jn 
turn would learn more of Toc H 
and all it stands for. 

H. Wicc. 
Saffron Walden, Essex. 


Sponsorship 
Drar EDITOR, 


In some Branches the sponsors 
of a new member do very little 
beyond the dutics of signing the 
application form and taking part 
in the Initiation Ceremony, leav- 
ing the training to the Pilot. 


There are some men who attend 
mectings as visitors for a time and 
drop out. Surely here is a job 
for a prospective sponsor to be 
allotted to keep the visitor 
interested and gain a member. 


Another source of loss is due 
to existing members dropping 
out. Should not sponsors be 
responsible for members after 
initiation? A sponsor selected to 
look after the absentee is pre- 
ferable to a Branch Officer. 


If more attention was paid to 
sponsorship by Branches, the 
fellowship should be enriched 
and strengthened. 

Jim Wicrtamson. 
Pinner, Middx. 


OPEN 


Used Stamps 
Dear EDITOR, 

During last year an appeal was 
made in the Journat to help the | 
Family Purse with gifts of un- | 
wanted schoolboy collections, or 
apy stamps from 
Commonwealth countries 
Great Britain stamps, value 3d. 
upwards. 

In renewing this appeal, may 


foreign or 


[ point out that the G.B. stamps, | 


in particular commemoratives, 
should be left with a 
surround of paper to them and 
all stamps should be handled 
with care, as the slightest tear or 
a missing perforation destroys 
their value. 

Please send all the stamps you | 
can spare, xow to Charles Wake, 
142 St. Margaret’s Road, Edg- | 
ware, Middx. 


B. O. Baker. 
London, SW 17- 


Passed to You! 
Drar EpiToRr, 


May I pass on to the Branches 
this challenge from an African , 
Student. “What achievements 
have vou made in Toc H?” 

The Festival of Britain is 
celebrating a century of progress 
and achievement and it is fitting 
at the heginning of the new year , 
that all Branches should ask them- | 
selves this question and then re- | 
assess themselves. 

As individuals we have achieved 
a great deal by personal contact. | 
As Branches, most of us are con- | 


and | 


good j 
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tent to “‘keep the pot simmering” 
by jogging along with the same 
old job. 

Today we have to reckon with 
the young materialist who judges 
us by results. Let us make our 
practical Christianity into Con- 
crete Achievement, and build 
more bravely than ever. 

Unless we do this we will 
deserve the criticism ‘‘As dim as 
a Toc H lamp”. 

Duptey Osmoyp-Smitu. 
Bromley, Kent. 


Source of a Picture 
Dear Epiror, 


In the June, 1950, Journar 
there appeared, as an illustration 
to the fourth of my articles about 
India, a reproduction of a draw- 
ing with the caption “‘An Indian 
interpretation of the Flight into 
Egypt”. (The same drawing is 
also reproduced in dudian Pros- , 
pect, page 25.) I now discover 
that the drawing, which came to 
me as a Christmas card from 
Padre Selva Raj, the full-time 
Indian Toc H padre in the South 
Indian Region, was in fact his 
own handiwork, drawn and 
photographed hy himself and 
later printed as a Christmas card. 
Had I realised this at the time 
I should, of course, have made 
my acknowledgement to him. I 
think readers will like to know 
that the charming little drawing 
was the original work of an 
Indian brother-member. 

ALEC CHURCHER. 
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Call for Youth 


Dear EDITOR, 
¢ Branches ¥ 


e doin 
E Da Foc H. But 


of what is keep- 


j Toc H. It is 


the older 


S yrite and sty 
om 
what they 
younger men ir 
jet us think more 
h out of 

that 
afraid to give } youth 
Let us have more 
es and let the old 


ing yout 
my opinion 
memhers are 
the chance. 
younger Branch 
bovs run their own. 

Tom PERKINS. 


Saltash, C ornwall. 


Youth Knocks 


Drar EDITOR, 

It was al my suggestion, as a 
memher of twelve months in 
‘Toc H, that we started a Boys’ 
Club. 

There were six boys coming 
regularly to our l'oc H mecting 
and I commenced with these. 
In twelve weeks it has grown to 
thirty hoys, which is the limit 
space allows, and there are twelve 
more on the waiting list. 


Last week a knock came at the 
door and on opening it I saw two 
hoys about four feet nothing in 
height. Tici request took my 
hreath away : “We want to join 
Moc He i asked if they knew 
what Toc H was, and back came 
the reply, “It’s a club where we 
can have games” . So, I gave them 
an invitation to come to our next 


meeting and see if we co 


me up to 
their standards. Ñ 


Printed in England by 


——____ 


to get the | 


Geo. MARSHALL & Co. Lrp. 


I should like to mention that 
they were not confused bene 
Toc H and the Boys’ Club a 
one of them was already a Cluk 
member. 

‘Jormasreg 


Ainestanding, Birmingham., 


Publicity 


Drar Eprror, 


We cannot be ‘doing’ some- 
thing all the time as most of us 
are ordinary chaps in ordinary 
Branches, but I feel that a great 
deal can he done to increase the 
general publicity with its latent 
powers of assistance when a 
‘house to house’ job is called for. 

So let us have more of the 

7S : aa 
regular “Toc H corners’ in the 
local press but first of all get to 


! know the style the particular 


paper uses, and then submit vour 
Voc H reports in ¢hat st vle. You 
may not like it but the sub-editer 
does—and it gets through. 


Get. to know your local 
reporters personally, ask them to 
cover special events, supply them 
with typed briefs and so-on. 

In our Branch, publicity has 
paid a large part in building up 
a strong body of public support 
for our Film Unit, Annual 
Christmas toy collection, etc., but 
it is built up on a foundation 
of regular weekly reports. 

Vyvyan G. ELLEN. 
Will Hill, N. London. 
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